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Fundraising Tips

If you have never raised money before for a similar event, please do not feel overwhelmed.  We are providing some ideas based on efforts that have proven to be very successful. 

1. Remember that you are raising money for the San Diego Fire Rescue Foundation, in support of the emergency first responders of San Diego Fire-Rescue Department (SDFD).   We encourage you to reach as broadly as you can with your fundraising efforts.  Even if someone does not want to sponsor you by making a donation, we see this as a great way of creating awareness for SDFD.  Don’t be afraid to ask for donations; you may be surprised by how much people really want to help a good cause! 

2. Send out letters and emails to friends, family, neighbors and co-workers, to inform them of your involvement with the Tri-City Medical Center Carlsbad Marathon.  Provide your personalized donation form that explains the San Diego Fire-Rescue Foundation, a link to your personalized Active donation fundraising page, and a personal note about your marathon involvement.  (See the next two pages for sample letters that can be personalized).
Note:  If you are sending out hard copies of the donation flyers, sending an addressed envelope with the San Diego Fire-Rescue Foundation mailing address will significantly increase the percentage of people that will make a donation.  Add a stamp to that envelope and it will make it even more convenient to make a donation.  Many people will appreciate the convenience and will just hate to waste a stamp.  Once again, this has proven to increase the overall effectiveness of fundraising efforts!
3 Consider asking companies you frequently give business to or work with often.  Many companies actually budget a certain amount of tax deductible "good will" or donations to support their community.  Talk or write to these companies, explain your involvement and fundraising goals, and request a donation.  Again, you might be very surprised by their willingness and interest to support you and this worthy cause. 

4 Ask local businesses if they will help you with your fundraising efforts by donating a percentage of their revenues on a designated San Diego Fire-Rescue Foundation day or if they will put up your flyer and a jar for collection of donations.  This approach can be very successful, particularly in restaurants, hair salons, etc.

Sample General Fundraising Letter

On January 23, 2011, I will be (RUNNING OR VOLUNTEERING) in the Tri-City Medical Center Carlsbad Marathon and Half Marathon to raise funds for the San Diego Fire-Rescue Foundation, a 501(c)(3) public charity founded by former fire fighters, and dedicated community leaders, to help provide the unmet equipment and training needs of the San Diego Fire-Rescue Department.

San Diego relies on its firefighters, lifeguards, and paramedics, to respond to any type of emergency at all hours of the day or night.  Now more than ever these dedicated men and women need your support to continue to keep the San Diego community safe.
Created in 2006, the mission of the Foundation is to raise funds necessary to obtain the essential equipment, technology, and training required to keep the citizens of San Diego and their property safe from the ravages of fire, natural disasters, and unforeseen injury or illness.  Every day they positively touch the lives of many of your neighbors.  They may have even helped you out at one time.

I chose to (RUN OR VOLUNTEER) as a member of the San Diego Fire-Rescue Foundation Team because (CUSTOMIZE TO YOUR SITUATION).

Please help us support our public service heroes so that they may continue to deliver the highest possible service to the San Diego community.  Donations may be mailed using the enclosed donation form or may be made online at www.active.com/donate/sdfrf  (INSERT YOUR URL ADDRESS FOR PERSONALIZED WEB PAGE) or at www.sdfirerescue.org. 

I hope you will consider supporting our efforts by making a donation today. 
Additional ways to support us include following us on Facebook, volunteering the day of the marathon, and sharing the SDFRF Marathon Team information with your family, friends, and co-workers.
Thank you in advance for joining us in our mission to support our everyday public safety heroes.

Sincerely,

(Insert your name & contact information here)
Sample Fundraising Letter for Family member or Friend

I am writing you to ask for your help in raising funds for the San Diego Fire Rescue Foundation, in support of the hundreds of public service heroes who work in the San Diego Fire-Rescue Department.
My (SON/DAUGHTER/HUSBAND/WIFE/BROTHER/SISTER/FATHER/MOTHER, ETC.), (NAME), is one of those heroes. 

(You may want to insert some details regarding your loved one. For example, how long they have been with the department, maybe a special story that has motivated them personally.) 

San Diego relies on its firefighters, lifeguards, and paramedics, to respond to any type of emergency at all hours of the day or night.  Now, more than ever, these dedicated men and women need your support to continue to keep the San Diego community safe.
Created in 2006, the mission of the Foundation is to raise funds necessary to obtain the essential equipment, technology, and training required to keep the citizens of San Diego, and their property safe from the ravages of fire, natural disasters, and unforeseen injury or illness.  Every day they positively touch the lives of many of your neighbors.  They may have even helped you out at one time.

I am (RUNNING OR VOLUNTEERING) as a member of the San Diego Fire-Rescue Foundation team at the Tri-City Medical Center Carlsbad Marathon and Half Marathon in Carlsbad, California on January 23, 2011.  We will have a team runners, walkers, and volunteers who are raising funds for the San Diego Fire-Rescue Foundation and the heroic emergency first responders of the San Diego Fire-Rescue Department.
Attached is a donation flyer that explains more about the San Diego Fire-Rescue Foundation and their dedication to our local heroes.  Donations may be mailed in using the donation form or may be made online at www.active.com/donate/sdfrf (INSERT YOUR URL ADDRESS FOR PERSONALIZED WEB PAGE) or at www.sdfirerescue.org.

I hope you will consider supporting our efforts by making a donation today. 
Additional ways to support us include following us on Facebook, volunteering the day of the marathon, and sharing the SDFRF Marathon Team information with your family, friends, and co-workers.
Thanks in advance for your time and your support of my (SON/DAUGHTER/HUSBAND/WIFE/BROTHER/SISTER/ FATHER/MOTHER, ETC.) and the other hundreds of public service heroes of the San Diego Fire-Rescue Department.

Sincerely,

(Insert your name & contact information here)

How to raise over $1,000 for the San Diego Fire-Rescue Foundation in just 6 weeks:

Week 1: 

Start by sponsoring yourself = $25.  Check to see if your employer or spouse's employer has a matching gift program 

Week 2: 

Send out at least 25 letters and emails to friends and family requesting $25 donations = $650+. 

TIP: Write a personal cover letter or introductory note.  If you are mailing your personalized donation forms out, add an envelope already addressed to the San Diego Fire-Rescue Foundation with a stamp, you will get a much greater response (extra credit for convenience for the donor)!
Week 3: 

Ask 4 co-workers to sponsor you (minimum donation of $25) = $100. 

Follow-up on the fundraising letters and emails you’ve already sent.  Post a San Diego Fire-Rescue Foundation flyer in your office break room, local coffee house, or gym. 

TIP: Include a personal cover note with the flyer and provide envelopes with the San Diego Fire-Rescue Foundation address to increase the chance and convenience of someone making a donation.

Week 4: 

Ask at least 5 neighbors to sponsor you (minimum donation of $25) = $125. 

Week 5: 

Ask your boss for a company contribution = $50.
Week 6: 

Ask 3 businesses you frequent for a donation (for example: doctor, dentist, dry cleaners, etc., $50 each) = $150. 

Ask if you can post a San Diego Fire-Rescue Foundation flyer at businesses you frequent. 

Grand Total: Over $1,000 

Other tools to help you raise money: 

Online vs Mail-In Donation:  Either way of donating is absolutely fine.  It’s always best to personalize the donation forms attached.  Email wendy@sdfirerescue.org if you need a donation form.  All mail-in donations should be sent directly to 

San Diego Fire-Rescue Foundation

P.O. Box 235837

Encinitas, CA  92023-5837

Matching Gift Programs:  Many companies match an employee's donation made to a non-profit. This is an excellent way of doubling (and sometimes even tripling) the value of a donation.  All matching gift forms should be sent to the San Diego Fire-Rescue Foundation mailing address noted above or faxed to 800.910.3694. 

Tagline for E-Mails:  Include a tagline in your email signature.  Suggested text: "I'm running/volunteering in the Tri-City Medical Center Carlsbad Marathon on January 23, 2011 to raise money for the San Diego Fire Rescue Foundation in support of the public service heroes of the San Diego Fire-Rescue Department.  If you would like make a donation, make checks payable to SDFRF and send to: San Diego Fire-Rescue Foundation, P.O. Box 235837, Encinitas, CA 92023-5837 or online at www.sdfirerescue.org. 
San Diego Fire Rescue Foundation  (  P.O. Box 235837, Encinitas, CA 92023-5837  (  www.sdfirerescue.org


